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face of those Indian politicians who had gaily undertaken, for the second time in te^n
years, to liberate their country on the first of January ; but whether that resul t is
sufficient to justify the flouting of the Simon Commission is a matter that only time
can decide. ^ Already the ultra-extremists profess to regret iheir acceptance of the
Viceroy's olive branch, and are once more talking big about independence. Gentle-
men, we shall be well advised to measure the present threats by past performances
and not to start packing before our extremist friends have begun to compose their own
little differences. _ In the meantime two facts or rather one fact and a moral—emerge
from the latest episode. The moral is that you cannot reconcile the irreconcilable,
and that it is worse than useless to try. The fact is that the whole of the differences
which divide what may be called the Conservative from the Radical point of view—
in other words the Britsh from the extreme Nationalist point of view—are capable of
being reduced to one : and that one is the time factor. We Britons fully share
the confidence of the most perfervid Nationalists that India, with its vast resources
and its gifted peoples, is moving to a destiny greater than it has ever known. But
surely to the student of history it must be obvious that destiny is not waiting for
it round the corner. It is at present a distant ideal, which can neither be forced
nor rushed ; and the India with which we are dealing to-day is not the India that
is to be. The India of to-day is British India, which is a joint creation^ which could
only have been built up as it has been over two centuries through the willing co-
operation of the British and Indian elements and fabric. It is, as Lord Reading has
recently pointed out, a partnership ; and the terms of a partnership cannot be varied
by Cither party at will and without reference to the other, nor is it feasible for the
junior to dictate to the senior, or to grab the entire assests of the latter. These facts
are apt to be neglected in the turmoil of controversy and in the impatient quest after
an ideal which, between ourselves, has never yet been realized anywhere on land or
sea. But they govern the situation and they cannot be safely ignored.
"rights" must be respected
While we in Calcutta are engaged in the pious rites associated with the anniver-
sary of St. Andrew, the Simon Commission in London is doubtless putting the
finishing touches to its long expected report. I belong to the small minority who are
not deep in the confidence of Sir John Simon and his colleagues, and, therefore, am
unable to hand you the latest version of their forthcoming recommendations. But,
speaking as a private citizen, I think we are entitled to demand that when they do
emerge into daylight they will safeguard the legitimate interests of every community
in India—the British community not excepted. Any proposals which would open tlie
door to a policy of expropriation or to the glutting of racial animosities, would be re-
sented and resisted to the very uttermost. Hitherto the British commmiiitY ia India
has co-operated loyally with the Government and with other communities, in order to
make the reforms a success. We have given up voluntarily most of our former pri-
vileges—such as they were—but our plain rights as citizens and as maa of business
remain, and those rights must be respected. We ask no more ; we ca n accept no
less.
right To "firm government."
Chief among them is the right to live under a stable Government.    We claim t&at
so long as the King's writ runs in India the King's Government
complain that ever since the War it has, with few exceptions, shown an increasing
reluctance to do so. Nor is this opinion coniaed to ourselves. It is shared, we
believe, by thousands of those level-headed Indians who have joined us in the work of
commercial, industrial and scientific development and whom we specially greet to-
night in the person of that great captain of industry. Sir Rajendra Nath Mookerjee*
Behind these enlightened business and professional men stand 250 millions of the
most honest and hardworking peasantry in the world. 1 have been too long in this
country to dogmatize as to the mental processes of the Indian peasant I could not tell
you off-hand whether his favourite author is Adam Simith or Karl Marx, or whether
he is or is not a convert to the whole gospel of western democracy* But I think we
may safely assume that whether he has anything to lose he values good government
more than anything else on earth—and that to him good Government spelfe
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